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AIM



Victims First!
9 October 2015



Some facts about abuse… Abuse can happen to anyone regardless of gender, age, ability, race or culture.The vulnerable are most likely to be abused by someone they know & trust (e.g. a parent, carer, professional or volunteer))



Some facts about abuse…
People very rarely 

exaggerate abuse – we 
should always act 

upon our concerns or a 
disclosure.

We all have a duty to 
safeguard the vulnerable & 

should never promise to keep 
a ‘secret’ as we have a duty 

to share information to keep 
the vulnerable safe



Child maltreatmentActs of commision (Child abuse) Acts of ommision (Child neglect)Physicalabuse Sexualabuse Psychol.abusehands-on hands-off Failure toprovide Failure tosuperviseNeglect:physicalemotionalmedical/dentaleducational InadequatesupervisionExposure toviolentenvironmentsLeeb et al., 2008



MAJOR THREATS (TO CHILDREN) ONLINE(Child) sexual abuse materialComputer/ digitally generated(child) sexual abuse/ exploitation materialOnline grooming for sexual purposesSextingSextortionLive online (child) sexual abuse or live streaming of (child) sexual abuse



What shall we do?1. Attention for victims: for the good of them, of Church, and of society; care for spiritually traumatized2. Protection of minors in ecclesial context• “When is this going to be over so we can get back to our real ministries?”  “This is our real ministry.  This is what God is calling us to today.”3. Formation: presence of victims, presence of offenders?
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What shall we do?4. Initial and ongoing formation of novices, seminarians, scholastics, brothers, priests5. Youth and family pastoral work; Theology of Safeguarding
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• Partners: WeProtect; Telefono Azzurro• Speakers/Attendees: Science, Internet Providers, Law Enforcement, Governments, international bodies, NGOs, Religions• Facebook coverage• Declaration presented to the Holy Fatherhttps://www.childdignity.com/



Centre for Child Protection CCP• Global E-learning training and qualification centre for pastoral professions with multilingual and intercultural issues responding to the sexual abuse of children; five languages: English, Spanish, Italian, German, French etc.• Research and Conferences• Diploma and Licentiate (Master) in Safeguarding of Minors



http://childprotection.unigre.ithttp://childprotection.unigre.it/bloghttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pVDnbKRUqjU



Why should we act?• Mk 1,14: „Repent, and believe in the gospel.“• Mk 9,42: “If anyone causes one of these little ones – those who believe in me – to stumble, it would be better for them if a large millstone were hung around their neck and they were thrown into the sea.”• Mk 10,14: Jesus said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.”• Jn 8,32: “The truth will set you free.”
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