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 About the Book 

A Pope Francis Lexicon is a collection of over fifty essays by an impressive set of 
contributors from around the globe, each writing on a specific word that has  
become important in the ministry of Pope Francis. An A-list of insightful voices from 
the Catholic world (and some important ones from outside it) explore the Pope’s 
use of words like clericalism, family, joy, money, and sourpuss. Together, they  
reveal what Francis’s use of these words says about him, his ministry and priorities, 
and their significance to the church, the world, and the lives of individual Christians.  
The entire collection is introduced by a foreword by Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholo-
mew, the spiritual leader of Orthodox Christians worldwide, and a preface by one of 
Francis’s closest advisors, Cardinal Seán O’Malley. It is edited by two of the most 
highly regarded Vatican affairs journalists in the world today, Cindy Wooden, who is 
chief of the Rome bureau of Catholic News Service, and Joshua J. McElwee, Vatican 
correspondent for the National Catholic Reporter.  

Themes and Contributors 
VOLUME FOREWORD Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew  VOLUME PREFACE Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley, OFM Cap  BAPTISM Cardinal Donald Wuerl  BENEDICT XVI David Gibson  CAPITAL-
ISM Bishop Robert McElroy  CAREERISM Cardinal Joseph Tobin, CSsR  CHURCH Elizabeth 
Bruenig  CLERICAL ABUSE Francis Sullivan  CLERICALISM Archbishop Paul-André Durocher  
COLLEGIALITY Archbishop Mark Coleridge  CONSCIENCE Austen Ivereigh  CREATION Ortho-
dox Fr. John Chryssavgis  CURIA Massimo Faggioli  DIALOGUE Archbishop Roberto González 
Nieves, OFM  DIGNITY Tina Beattie  DISCERNMENT Fr. James Martin, SJ  DEVIL/SATAN Greg 
Hillis  ECUMENISM Nontando Hadebe  EMBRACE Simcha Fisher  ENCOUNTER/ENCUENTRO 
Archbishop Victor Fernández  EPISCOPAL ACCOUNTABILITY Katie Grimes  FAMILY Julie 
Hanlon Rubio  FIELD HOSPITAL Cardinal Blase Cupich  FLESH Msgr. Dario Viganò  GOSSIP 
Kaya Oakes  GRANDPARENTS Bill Dodds  HACER LIO Fr. Manuel Dorantes  HOPE Natalia  
Imperatori-Lee  IMMIGRANT Sr. Norma Seni Pimentel, MJ  INDIFFERENCE Sr. Carmen  
Sammut, MSOLA  JESUS Fr. Agbonkhianmeghe Orobator, SJ  JOY Fr. Timothy Radcliffe, OP  
JUDGMENT Michael O’Loughlin  JUSTICE Sr. Simone Campbell, SSS  LEADERSHIP Kerry  
Robinson  LEGALISM Sr. Teresa Forcades i Vila, OSB  MARTYRDOM Bishop Borys Gudziak  
MERCY Archbishop Donald Bolen  MIRACLES John Thavis  MONEY Andrea Tornielli   
PERIPHERY Carolyn Woo  PRAYER Bishop Daniel Flores  REFORM Cardinal Óscar Rodríguez 
Maradiaga, SDB  REFUGEE Sr. Rhonda Miska  SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL Archbishop  
Diarmuid Martin  SERVICE Phyllis Zagano  SHEEP Archbishop Justin Welby  SOURPUSS Fr 
James Corkery, SJ  ST. FRANCIS Fr. Michael Perry, OFM  TEARS Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle  
THROWAWAY CULTURE Sr. Pat Farrell, OSF  WORLDLINESS Mollie Wilson O’Reilly  WOMEN 
Astrid Lobo Gajiwala  YOUTH Jordan Denari Duffner  
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